DESIGNWISE > objects with a twist

Experimenta’s first set of design pieces

“DESIGNWISE” is a brand. A Portuguese brand. A Portuguese brand that works with Portuguese design and produces Portuguese design. Experimenta’s first signed collection (a collection produced by an organisation devoted to the promotion of design and project culture) marks the launch of product design articles aimed specifically at the market. “DESIGNWISE” is also a brand in which objects tell stories, objects that don’t fit into any specific category. When these objects are reinvented to satisfy a particular personal dimension, the “DESIGNWISE” universe is invited into our own. 

COUPLE is a sheet that would like to be a thermometer. Designed for a double bed and using printed patterns, it comes complete with a cover, a blank sheet and two pillow-cases. The temperature of the bed takes on a whole new meaning with COUPLE. The sheet is made from cotton and was designed by Isabel Machado and Filipe Pinto.

JUICY BOOBS is a pair of lemon or orange squeezers. An object of desire, it has the following measurements: 340mm x 125mm x 65mm. It is a glazed white earthenware piece consisting of two squeezers and a sloping part intended to make it easier to collect the fruit juice. Designed by DASEIN.

The word is beautiful and so is the object: EGG. This is a double earthenware bowl inspired by oriental tea-drinking ceremonies. It can be used with both hands. Its two components are insulated to preserve the temperature, but they can also be used separately – like the contents of an egg. For the 2003 Lisbon Biennial, different coloured versions of the egg have been produced in yellow, turquoise blue, orange, red, navy blue and green. It was designed by Catarina Nunes.

At the LEVEL-crossing, the objects – books and others – are prepared for installation. After all, the LEVEL is a shelf (670mm x 170mm x 190mm). A precision-made, balanced object, it can also be used as an instrument for checking that other objects are horizontal. A particularly useful object when attached to a wall, its designer, Fernando Brízio, has added a spirit-level to the object manufactured in acrylic. It’s a high-level idea.

Fernando Brízio also designed INVISIBLE LANDSCAPE, an acrylic and water-sensitive canvas piece. Giving the impression of a constantly changing landscape, the canvas (320mm x 230mm x 45mm) changes colour in keeping with changes in the humidity of the air, and it has a colour spectrum that can be used for reference purposes.     

IN & OUT is an object that is still waiting for the postman to arrive. In the days of e-mail, it’s good to know that the postman always rings twice. This double letter-container (365mm x 250mm) is made of transparent polypropylene and was designed by Miguel Vieira Baptista.

RE-POCKET is an upholstered chair waiting for you. It’s only made on a commission basis and is the fruit of the imagination of Miguel Flor (a fashion designer) and Henrique Ralheta (a product designer). It’s a metal chair (700mm x 1000mm x 900mm), covered with waste cotton. In fact, this is the material that helped to make Flor’s first menswear collections famous.     

JUST BEG is a unique object with an everyday use. It recovers and reuses objects that we have grown accustomed to throwing away when we’ve finished with them – felt-tip pens – joining them together in a distinctive colour scheme that takes advantage of the gradation of colours. Designed by Naulila Luís, Just Beg was first marketed during the 2003 Lisbon Biennial.

DESIGNWISE was given a preliminary presentation in Barcelona, forming part of the mission of Voyager at Liber 2002, the book fair at which Portugal was the guest nation. Having enjoyed tremendous success and arousing a great deal of curiosity amongst the Spanish public, the Voyager modular exhibition-installation remained at the FAD/Convento dels Àngels – Pl. Dels Àngels until the end of October, being visited, on average, by roughly 500 people per day.

The same thing has happened in Lisbon, where the Voyager exhibition docked for the duration of the 2003 Lisbon Biennial, transporting visitors and showing them the new JUST BEG and EGG pieces in their different brightly-coloured versions.

DESIGNWISE BY EXPERIMENTA has been marketed at a number of selected Lisbon shops since November 2002. In 2003, between 19 and 21 September, the brand was to be found at INNOVA, and at the International Design Exhibition (MID) installed at Dimensão, between 7 and 21 October. 
